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XI. YERUSHALMI Yoma 2:3 


THE THIRD LOT: ‘“THOSE WHO ARE NEW TO THE BURNING OF THE INCENSE, COME 


AND DRAW LOTS. THE FOURTH: ‘‘THOSE WHO ARE NEW AND THOSE WHO ARE 
EXPERIENCED — WHO WILL BRING UP THE LIMBS FROM THE RAMP TO THE 
ALTAR ITSELF?” 


I:1: Said R. Haninah, “In the entire history of the lottery no man ever 
won the lottery for burning the incense and then did so a second time 
[since only inexperienced priests participate].” 


XII. YERUSHALMI Yoma 2:4 


THE DAILY WHOLE-OFFERING WAS OFFERED BY NINE, TEN, ELEVEN, OR TWELVE 


[PRIESTS], NO LESS, NO MORE. How so? IT ITSELF WAS OFFERED BY NINE 
[PRIESTS]. ON THE FEstTIVAL [OF TABERNACLES], IN THE HAND OF ONE 
[ADDITIONAL PRIEST] WAS A FLASK OF WATER — THUS TEN. AT DUSK, BY 
ELEVEN: IT ITSELF BY NINE, AND TWO, WITH TWO PIECES OF WOOD IN THEIR 
HANDS. AND ON THE SABBATH, BY ELEVEN: IT ITSELF BY NINE AND TWO 
PRIESTS, WITH TWO DISHES OF FRANKINCENSE FOR THE SHOW BREAD IN THEIR 
HANDS. AND ON THE SABBATH WHICH COINCIDES WITH THE FESTIVAL [OF 
TABERNACLES], IN THE HAND OF YET ANOTHER PRIEST WAS A FLASK OF 
WATER. 


I:1: “And [Aaron’s sons the priests] shall lay [the pieces, the head, and 
the fat, in order upon the wood that is on the fire upon the altar]” (Lev. 
1:8). [With reference to Lev. 15:25: “(If a woman has a discharge of 
blood for many) days, (not at the time of her impurity, or if she has a 
discharge beyond the time of her impurity, all the days of the discharge 
she shall continue in uncleanness; as in the days of her impurity, she 
shall be unclean),”] is it possible to suppose that involved are a 
hundred [days]? Is it possible to suppose that involved are two 
hundred? [At issue is the number of days involved at Lev. 15:25.] Said 
R. Aqiba, “In any case in interpreting the law in which you have the 
choice of imposing either a considerable measure or a small measure, 
if you impose the larger criterion, you may end up holding on to 
nothing, while if you impose the smaller criterion [which in any case is 
encompassed in the larger one], you end up holding on to something. 
[Accordingly, one should assume the smallest possible number in 
interpreting a given requirement.]” 


